September 14, 2018

Ms. Heide B. Fulton

Chargé d’ Affaires ad interim
U.S. Embassy Tegucigalpa
Avenida La Paz
Tegucigalpa M.D.C.
Honduras

Dear Ms. Fulton,

We write to express our deep concern over reports of renewed threats and intimidation against
human rights defenders and journalists in Honduras. As our country’s chief diplomatic
representative in Honduras, we urge you to press the Honduran government to uphold the right to
freedom of expression and safety, including for members of the press and rights defenders.

We are particularly concerned for the members of the following organizations, among others:
Movimiento Amplio por la Dignidad y la Justicia,(MADJ), Comité de Familiares de Detenidos
Desaparecidos en Honduras (COFADEH), C-Libre, Consejo Civico de Organizaciones
Populares e Indigenas de Honduras (COPINH), the Convergencia Contra el Continuismo, and
Radio Progreso- ERIC.

On August 31, the UN Office for the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) in
Honduras issued a statement reporting that death threats had been made against Sandra Maribel
Sanchez, a journalist, and that a smear campaign had been renewed against prominent human
rights defender, Padre Ismael Moreno, both of whom are staff members of Radio Progreso -
ERIC. This statement follows earlier OHCHR warnings about threats to the safety of Maribel
Séanchez.

Such threats demand to be treated with the utmost seriousness. The OHCHR has previously
described Honduras as one of the most dangerous countries in the world for human rights
defenders. Similarly, human rights watchdog Reporters Without Borders (RWB) ranks Honduras
as among the most dangerous countries for journalists, currently placing it 141 out of 180 in its
press freedom index.

We call on you to ensure the safety and well-being of Honduran journalists, human rights
defenders, and voices of political opposition, particularly in the context of the ongoing political
crisis in Honduras. In the longer term, we urge you to support calls to suspend U.S. security
assistance to Honduras, where the renewed militarization of the state threatens democracy and
human rights.
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Espafiol:

Estimada Sra. Fulton,



Escribimos para expresar nuestra profunda preocupacion por los recientes informes de renovadas
amenazas e intimidaciones contra defensores de los derechos humanos (DDHH) y periodistas en
Honduras. Como representante diplomatico principal de nuestro pais en Honduras, le solicitamos
que presione al gobierno hondurefio para garantizar el derecho a la libertad de expresion y
seguridad, incluyendo miembros de la prensa y defensores de DDHH.

Estamos particularmente preocupados por los miembros de las siguientes organizaciones, entre
otros: Movimiento Amplio, Comité de Familiares de Desaparecidos en Honduras (COFADEH),
C- Libre, Consejo Civico de Organizaciones Populares e Indigenas de Honduras (COPINH),
Convergencia Contra el Continuismo, y Radio Progreso- ERIC.

El 31 de agosto, la Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos
Humanos (ACNUDH) en Honduras emitié un comunicado que informaba que la periodista
Sandra Maribel Sanchez habia recibido amenazas contra su vida y que se habia renovado una
campafia de desprestigio contra un prominente defensor de DDHH, Padre Ismael Moreno, ambos
miembros de Radio Progreso — ERIC. Este comunicado sigue a la advertencia anterior de
ACNUDH sobre amenazas a la seguridad de Maribel Sanchez.

Tales amenazas deberia ser tratadas con la mayor gravedad. EI ACNUDH ha descrito Honduras
como uno de los paises més peligrosos del mundo para los defensores de DDHH. Del mismo
modo, la organizacion Reporters Without Borders (RWB) califica a Honduras como uno de los
paises mas peligrosos para periodistas colocandolo en la posicién 141 entre los 180 paises en su
indice de libertad de prensa.

Le pedimos que garantice la seguridad y el bienestar de los periodistas hondurefios, los
defensores de DDHH y las voces de oposicion politica, particularmente en el contexto de la crisis
politica actual en Honduras. A més largo plazo, le instamos a apoyar los llamamientos por la
suspension de asistencia de seguridad de los Estados Unidos a Honduras, donde la militarizacion
renovada del estado amenaza la democracia y los derechos humanos.
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Sincerely,

Alianza Americas

Central American Resource Center (CARECEN) — DC

Church of the Covenant

Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES)
Community of Friends in Action

Congregation of Our Lady of the Good Shepherd, US Provinces
Dominican Sisters of Springfield Justice Committee

8th Day Church

Florida Immigrant Coalition

Franciscan Action Network

Friends Meeting of San Antonio (Quakers)



Kino Border Initiative

Latin America Working Group

Latino and Latina Roundtable of San Gabriel/Pomona Valley
Leadership Conference of Women Religious

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington Office

Monte Vista Unitarian Universalist Congregation

National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd
Nicaragua Center for Community Action

Nicaragua Center for Community Action

Oakland Catholic Worker

Peace Brigades International-USA

Salisbury, NC Honduran Solidarity

School of Americas Watch, East Bay

SHARE Foundation

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas - Extended Justice Team (Washington, D.C.)
Sisters of Mercy South Central (Belmont, NC)

Social Justice Council of Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church
South Texas Human Rights Center

Task Force on the Americas

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee

United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries

Individuals:

Adrianne Aron

Kathleen M. Osberger

Sharon Douglass

Sophia Vassilakidis

Suyapa Portillo, Pitzer College and Fulbright Scholar to Honduras 2017-8



